
Welcome to Swain County, North 
Carolina, your base camp for adventure in 
North Carolina’s Great Smoky Mountains. 

We’re home to the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park — the most 
popular national park in America — 
the ancient homeland of the Cherokee 
Indians, the Great Smoky Mountains 
Railroad and the charming mountain 
town of Bryson City. 

We’re your link to rich mountain 
culture and your gateway to the 
oldest mountains in the world, 
the Great Smokies.

Our borders embrace almost 
500 square miles of protected 
federal land and wilderness areas, 
four whitewater rivers, Fontana Lake 
and Clingman’s Dome, the highest 
mountaintop in the Great Smokies.

Winter, spring, summer or fall, we’re 
the place you want to be when you 
want to enjoy the great outdoors.

Southern hospitality comes naturally 
here. And for a small mountain 
town, Bryson City has an 
amazing variety of restaurants 
and lodging, including motels, 
cabins, cozy country inns and 
a delightful selection of historic 
bed and breakfasts. 

800.867.9246 
GreatSmokies.com
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GettinG to BrySon city 

➤ From the Southeast, follow 
I-26 West to I-40 West. Take 
Exit 27 onto Highway 74 and 
follow the signs. 

➤ From Atlanta, follow I-85 to 
US 441 North. 

➤ From the Midwest, take I-40 East 
out of Knoxville to Exit 20 and 
follow the signs. Or take Exit 
407 and follow US 441 all the 
way through the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park.

800.867.9246
GreatSmokies.com
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800.867.9246
GreatSmokies.com

➤ WhiteWater raftinG 
Nothing makes a splash during vacation 
like rafting or kayaking through a deep 
mountain gorge on the rushing Nantahala 
River. Guides, equipment and everything 
you need are right here. 

➤ Scenic railWay 
“All Aboard” at Bryson City Depot. Take an 
old-fashioned railroad excursion through 
the beautiful Nantahala Gorge and 
beyond. Daily excursions and railroading 
events April through December. 

➤ Mountain trailS 
There are hundreds upon hundreds of miles 
of blazed and wilderness trails for hikers, 
bikers and horseback riders. Detailed maps 
are available at our visitor center. 

➤ flora & fauna 
The only place on Earth with more than 
1,400 flowering plants, 140 types of trees, 
and more than 300 species of animals, 
birds and fish. 

➤ ShoppinG
Downtown Bryson City features several galleries 
and shops filled with handcrafted items to enhance 
your home and your life. Arts, crafts, home décor 
and much more. 

➤ trout & Sport fiShinG 
Fill your creel from seemingly endless mountain 
streams generously stocked with brown, rainbow and 
the elusive native brook trout. Our lakes are swimming 
with bream, bass, walleye and crappie just waiting 
to take your bait. 

➤ Water SportS 
Canoes, rowboats, pontoon boats, ski boats, 
houseboats, fishing boats and even inner tubes all 
have plenty of room to roam across 30 sprawling 
miles of beautiful Fontana Lake. 

➤ cherokee territory 
Discover Native American history, culture and craft 
on the Cherokee Indian Reservation. Explore the 
museum, Indian Village and “Unto These Hills,” the 
outdoor drama that portrays the poignant story of 
the Cherokee Nation. 

➤ MotorcyclinG
Mountain roads are curvy, scenic and 
exciting, like “The Dragon,” with 318 curves 
in just 11 miles. 

➤ Mountain heritaGe 
For more than 100 years we’ve welcomed 
travelers and vacationers to the natural 
beauty of the Great Smoky Mountains. 
Discover our pioneering past as you 
explore this unique World Heritage Site. 
National historic landmarks and mountain 
traditions abound. 

➤ Southern hoSpitality 
Enjoy down-home cooking or international 
cuisine. Spend cool, quiet nights at our 
historic bed & breakfasts, cozy inns, 
comfortable motels, mountain cabins, 
or our public and private campgrounds. 

My Bryson City is                               . 

Thrilling!

Relaxing

Family Fun

 :)

Dazzling

Nostalgic
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