
 
 

 

 

 

 

2026 Chamber of Commerce Scarecrow Contest 
 

October 1 - October 31, 2026 

 

The Swain County Chamber of Commerce would like to invite you to participate in the Bryson City Scarecrow 

Contest 2026. Handmade scarecrows will be on display for the month of October. All businesses and 

organizations are invited to participate. Participants will receive mentions on our Facebook page (17,500+ 

Followers) and a chance to take home the 2026 Scarecrow Champion Trophy. The winning entries will be 

announced October 31st at Downtown Trick-or-Treat. 
 

Before completing this form, please read the information below and the rules and regulations included on the 

last page of this packet. Each scarecrow must be registered. 
 

By signing this form you are agreeing that you have read and understand the rules and regulations, and that 

you agree to participate in the Scarecrow Contest. You further understand the required dates for the 

Scarecrow(s) to be on display at your address are from October 1 through October 31. 
 

Distasteful displays will not be permitted. If the owner or contact person fails to remove the distasteful exhibit, 

it may be removed by local law enforcement. In participation with the Bryson City Scarecrow Festival, I hereby 

understand and assume all risks and responsibility for myself. Furthermore, I agree to, and will at all times 

indemnify, save and hold harmless Bryson City, its officers, agents, and employees from all liability, claims, 

demands and cost of every kind and nature, including attorney’s fees at trial or appellate levels and all court 

cost arising out of injury to, or death of persons, and damage to any and all property including loss of use 

therefore resulting from or in a manner arising out of or in connection with activities or use of the City’s 

facilities during the Scarecrow Festival. In addition, I covenant not to sue and agree not to pursue any claims 

against the City, its officers, agents, or employees, in the event of any damage, injury, or expense. This 

indemnity and covenant shall be binding upon by successors, assigns, heirs, executors, and administrators.  

 

How to Enter: Complete the Entry Form (on the back) and sign and date the form.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact the Chamber of Commerce at 828-488-3681 or email Ricky Sanford 

at chamber@greatsmokies.com  

 

You may also mail in your completed application to PO Box 509 Bryson City NC 28713. 
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Chamber of Commerce 2026 Scarecrow Festival Entry Form 
Deadline for Entry Form - September 30, 2026 

 

Name of Business/Organization:_______________________________________________________ 

 

Address of Display:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home/Work Phone:___________________________Cell Phone:____________________________ 

 

Email:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of Scarecrows at your Location:________     Check here if you are a Nonprofit:___________ 

 

I authorize the release of photos made of the scarecrow to the Swain County Chamber of Commerce to use in 

advertising or publications.  

 

Please Print Contact Name:__________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature of Contact Person:_________________________________________________________ 

 

Date:____________________________ 

<Rules & Regulations> 
October 1 - October 31 

 

Purpose of Scarecrow Festival:  

1.​ To promote Community Spirit and celebrate the Fall Season in Bryson City. Participants will receive 

extra mentions on our Facebook page (17,500+ followers).  

2.​ This year’s winners will include one business and one non-profit.  

 

Some Rules to Follow: 

1.​ Scarecrows must be handmade and not made in a factory or purchased in a store. Articles of clothing 

for your display do not have to be handmade.  

2.​ You can and are encouraged to make more than one scarecrow for your display.  

3.​ Scarecrows must be stuffed and stable enough to withstand the weather. All entries must be displayed 

from October 1 through October 31. Photographs for judging will take place beginning on October 13, 

2026. Lights for nighttime viewing are permitted and encouraged.  

4.​ All scarecrows must be placed outside of your business or organization. Be sure when displaying your 

scarecrow, you are not obstructing views at intersections. 

5.​ The scarecrow must be in “good taste” (i.e. no inappropriate messages or displays, no political 

campaigning, ect) . Failure to do so will result in removal of the scarecrow.  

6.​ Bales of hay, corn stalks, and other items to add to the scarecrow theme are permissible.   


